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high, this monastery at one time provided an Ideal retreat
to the members of the Buddhist Sangha and student pil-
grims who had pledged themselves " to shun delights and
live laborious days ". Its dominating position'on the hill
commanding a panorama, its calm seclusion, and Its " cool
and dustless " air must have appealed immensely to the
aesthetic sense of these people who regarded free com-
munion with nature in its unsolled and unspoiled fresh-
ness as an essential aid to meditation. The monument con-
sists of a monastery with two siupa courts on different
levels. The stupa courts are open quadrangles with small
alcoves and recesses running along the sides, and were
Intended to serve as shrines for cult Images. In the monas-
tery^ again the open quadrangle Is surrounded by ranges
of small cells for meditation and study. One sees here
the kitchen where these people cooked their food, the
refectory, bathroom, the wells at the bottom of the hill
from where they fetched Vater, and the path by which
they went to the contiguous town of Sirkush to
obtain alms. In the cells may be seen the earthen pots
and cups for drinking water left just as they were used
by the inmates two thousand years ago. Some of the
finest and best preserved specimens of Gandahar art are
to be found in this monastery.
A short distance from it are the excavated remains
of Sirkap, the second of the three successive city sites,
where Takshashila stood In the early years of the second
century B. C. It is surrounded by a stone wall 6,000 yards
in circumference and from 15 to 20 feet thick. Up hill
and down dale it straggles, enclosing within its perimeter
three rocky and precipitous ridges of the Hathial spur,
besides an Isolated flat-topped hill. The city, according
to Greek accounts, was as big as Nineveh and contained
a temple of the Sun and a royal palace. It is laid out
on a symmetrical plan. The streets are narrow and irre-
gular after the style of Greek cities of those days. And
the houses, we are told, had the appearance of being one-
storied, but had in reality basement rooms underground.
In 400 A. D. Fa Hien found the town, as well as the great